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but as the trumpeter of a remarkable reaction.
He is the real author of that Ultramontanism by
which the nineteenth century Papacy sought the
restoration of its  prestige.    It was  upon his
argument that it was founded and his book was
in reality its watchword.   For he gave it cause to
hope at a time when the  humiliation  of the
Revolution seemed to have stricken it beyond
recovery.   He provided logical cause for a hatred
that before had been but sullenly instinctive.   He
created the materials for a new and more terrible
Canossa.   It was the spirit of De Maistre which
barred the way to a united Italy.   It was the new
hope that he inspired which caused the condem-
nation of Lamennais.   He was the real author of
the definition of papal infallibility in 1870.   And
yet in every victory he suffered a defeat.   Cavour
built a new Italy upon the ruins of the temporal
power.    Lamennais is the author of a French
reformation that is yet to come.   The seed sown
at the Vatican Council has yet to produce its
harvest.   For men have grown in the course of
time to love freedom and slavery has become a
losing cause.   Yet it is impossible to withhold our
admiration from a man who battled so earnestly
for what he deemed right.   Even if he loved a
cause we deem mistaken, it is to Ms honour that he
loved it greatly.  And it may well prove in the end
that he served liberty the more truly because he
did not shrink from proclaiming his hate.